HELP CREATE WORLD CLASS
SMALLMOUTH BASS FISHING
IN MISSOURI

e Know and comply with the length limit --

--You must release sublegal-size fish.

--Please release legal-size fish that you xu
are not going to eat or have mounted. .

SMALLMOUTH BASS

Length of shortest spine near notch (A)
is more than 1/2 length of longest spine(B)
Sides plain, or with
vertical bars

Spiny dorsal and soft

Tongue usually dorsal well-connected

with rough patch

e Know your fish --

Upper jaw does not Without rows of
extend much beyond dark spots
back of eye

e Remove hooks carefully from fish you intend to
release: if they are deeply hooked cut the line

o It takes a long time to grow a big smallmouth

4 - 6 years to reach 12 inches,
7 - 8 years to exceed 15 inches, and
10 years or more to grow a 4-pounder

in cooperation with the
Missouri Department of Conservation

Missouri Smallmouth Alliance
Catch and Release
www.smallmouth.org



